Time 
In this paper, we address the patterns of extension-related magmatism in part of the Great Basin by looking at volcanism, because the plutonic parts of the systems are rarely exposed.
We assume that the patterns of volcanism give a reasonable first-order image of major crustal magmatic events. The study area, which we call the Railroad Valley-Pioche transect (see Figure 1 for
In this paper, we distinguish local "episodes" of faulting, in which a particular fault or group of faults is found in a specific time-bracketing relation at a specific locality, from regional "periods" of faulting, in which extensional faults, over a period of at most a few million years, were active across an area encompassing several mountain ranges (i.e., thousands of square kilometers). The vents from which the major volcanic units were derived lie at the edges of the transect (Figure 1) The early faults that cut this unnamed tuff are overlapped by conglomerate that stratigraphically underlies the Lund Formation (Figure 2) However, the Kane Wash Tuff was erupted from a volcanic center that is well to the south of the transect, although that center is generally considered a part of the Caliente Caldron Complex.
The north-south trending Highland detachment, exposed in the Highland Range (Figure 1) Taking these data together, we consider 18.6 Ma to be the best estimate of the age of (Figures 5 and 6) . The unconformity and syntectonic conglomerates also appear in this part of the section in the Ely Springs Range (Figure 2 
